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— the ethical teachings of the New Testament as distinguished from 
historical or doctrinal, and within these lines he has done his work 
thoroughly. His interpretations of Scripture are scholarly and sound 
and clear. His treatment of difficult questions indicates candor and 
soberness of judgment, and his spirit is not only reverent, but thor- 
oughly religious. 

N. S. Burton. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Christ in Creation and Ethical Monism. By Augustus 
Hopkins Strong, President of Rochester Theological Semi- 
nary. Philadelphia: The Roger Williams Press, 1899. Pp. 

xix+524. $3. 

This is a handsome, well-printed volume of about five hundred 
pages. It comprises essays, papers, and addresses on a considerable 
variety of subjects, ranging from the most difficult problems in dog- 
matic theology, through history and criticism, to a series of warm, prac- 
tical exhortations given to the students of Rochester Seminary on their 
graduation (1888-99). Such a mass of material must prove a severe 
test of any man's intellectual power and equipment ; and Dr. Strong 
comes well out of the test. His wide reading, his intellectual energy, 
and his moral rigor receive ample witness and illustration in these pages. 

There are certain subjects in which Dr. Strong is chiefly interested 
as a Christian thinker. To these he returns on every opportunity to 
reiterate, to illustrate, to defend his own strongly held convictions. 
Two of these subjects pervade so many portions of the book with their 
influence that they have been chosen for its title, "Christ in Creation," 
"Ethical Monism." A third is "Evolution." Probably the subject 
on which our author feels himself compelled to speak most strenuously 
is that of "Ethical Monism." He easily shows that many of the brightest 
thinkers of our day — poets, theologians, and philosophers — affirm 
their faith in a monistic solution of the problem of existence. And he 
also shows, without much difficulty, the directions in which " monism " 
of some kind or another aids our solution of some theological and 
philosophical problems. Dr. Strong is, of course, most careful to dis- 
tinguish his monism from that of Spinoza or the materialist. He also, 
though more vaguely and inadequately, distinguishes it from idealism. 
For him monism is the doctrine of " one underlying reality, the infinite 
and eternal spirit of God, who contains within his own being the ground 
and principle of all other being" (p. 65). He is not afraid to say that 
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" there is but one substance, and that substance is God," so long as the 
word "substance" is taken in its metaphysical meaning, as that "which 
stands under, which upholds, which furnishes the principle of life and 
being." Dr. Strong will go even farther than that. If we regard God 
as the absolute self-consciousness, and if we assert that Christ " is of 
the substance of God, yet he possesses a distinct personality;" and, 
further still, if, taking a hint from certain phases of psychological inves- 
tigation, we admit the possibility of multiple consciousnesses within 
our own self-consciousness, why should we shrink from believing that 
in the substance of God there may be multitudinous finite personali- 
ties, that our human self-consciousnesses may be of the very substance 
of God ? 

Monism, as thus described, is called ethical, because by conserving 
the full reality of the human self-consciousness, claiming freedom and 
responsibility, it avoids the deadly moral results of that monism which 
fully identifies God and the universe. 

Our author believes that this doctrine is both confirmed and illu- 
minated by his christological doctrine. Christ is, of course, the eternal 
Logos, a personal being, through whom all the thought of God utters 
itself in creation and history. " Creation is the externalization of the 
divine ideas through the will of Christ ! " In him all things are 
held together. He is for Dr. Strong the explanation alike of the ulti- 
mate mechanical and epistemological problems. E. g., we are told 
that "we cannot explain the interaction between individual things 
unless they are all embraced within a unitary being who constitutes 
their underlying reality." "What holds together the planets of the 
solar system ? The Scriptures answer, 'In Mm all thing consist' or 
hold together" (p. 8). Likewise, "there must be a bond between the 
knower and the known. 'The two must be connected by some being 
which is their reality,' and which constitutes the ground of their exist- 
ence. And so we know in Christ" (p. 9). This fundamental relation 
of Christ to the universe is used by Dr. Strong in relation, not only to 
metaphysical, but also to strictly theological problems, such as the 
atonement. Dr. Strong does not here explicitly develop his doctrine of 
evolution, but he frequently refers to it as a theory which he heartily 
and ungrudgingly accepts. To him it is easy to see that evolution is 
just God's method, and that " Christ is the principle of evolution." 
The fall of man is said with great emphasis to be quite consistent with 
a doctrine of evolution, because at the first man must have been in 
harmony with his environment, and his sin is " revolt against the will of 



650 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

God." On this subject Dr. Strong appears to have lost his oppor- 
tunity of writing what would be exceedingly helpful, by finding his 
solution too easily. 

And, indeed, that is our main criticism of the leading positions 
expounded in the leading essays of this book. Dr. Strong solves 
philosophical problems by means of dogmatic doctrines. A Christian 
believer may well accept his dogmatic positions and have faith that 
they do fit into the universe of facts. But something more is needed 
by way of philosophic explanation than is here granted ere our faith 
becomes intellectual insight. For example, the idea that the universe 
must rest in and be held together by a unitary principle is often 
asserted without being explained. That is no great crime. But when 
Dr. Strong goes on dogmatically to say that this principle must be spirit 
or a personality, we catch our breath. Oh ! if he could prove that, his 
brows should be garlanded with our praises forever. And that is the 
kind of leap which Dr. Strong frequently takes with great Christian joy 
and confidence; but he leaves the philosopher yonder with large eyes 
of yearning, unable to leap. Exactly the same kind of thing takes 
place as to monism and evolution, and the vicarious sufferings of our 
Redeemer. 

Only one small slip has struck our attention. Professor Upton is 
said (p. 50) to be " Upton at Manchester," the fact being that he is on 
the staff of Manchester New College, the Unitarian theological school 
to which Martineau was so long attached in London, and which was a 
few years ago moved to Oxford. 



W. Douglas Mackenzie. 



Chicago Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, 111. 



The Reformation Settlement, Examined in the Light of 
History and Law. With an Introductory Letter to the 
Right Hon. Sir William Vernon Harcourt, M.P. By Rev. 
Malcolm MacColl, D.D., Canon Residentiary of Ripon. 
London, New York, and Bombay: Longmans, Green & Co., 
1899. Pp. lxxviii + 565. $2.50. 

This book is a plea for the ritualists of the Anglican church, and 
is designed for the more intelligent of those readers who are interested 
in theological discussions. Dr. MacColl possesses some unusual quali- 
fications as an advocate of his party. He hates the papal system 
heartily, and hence will not be accused of wishing to deliver the Church 



